A   SCRAP   OF   PAPER
for our honour, which we have solemnly -pledged to defend "Belgium's neutrality."
Bethmann: "But at what a price! Just for a word— neutrality, a word which in wartime has so often been disregarded' just {or a scrap of paper-, England is going to make war on a kindred nation who desires nothing better than to he friends with her. All my policy has tumbled down like a house of cards I"
This "scrap of paper"'was more genuine in its cynicism than the Englishman's phrases about his honour. Rather than speak openly of England's interests in Belgium Goschen now becomes romantic: "This" he says, "is the dramatic climax of this tragedy. Our nations are falling apart just at the moment when the relations between them are more friendly and cordial than they had been for years." It is only when he is going, and thus symbolising the breach between the two nations, that he finds the words which reveal the whole thing for a mere war of Cabinets: "Unfortunately, notwithstanding our efforts to maintain peace between Russia and Austria, the war has spread and has brought us face to face with the situation which . . . we cannot possibly avoid. . . . This unfortunately entails our separation from our late fellow-workers. Tou will readily understand that no one regrets this more than I."
To the tune of such general phrases of regret, covering the lack of genuine reasons, the Frenchman and the Englishman left Berlin.
*                  *
Count Berchtold, who had begun the game, was now disinclined to play it to the end. When he saw that afl was over between Berlin and Petersburg, he felt that tfce desired opportunity had come for again choosing between two Cabinets. The pupil of Metternich, faced with. tMs alternative, does not hesitate to decide for the Russian! On the last day of July, when the breach between Germany and Russia, brought about by Berchtold himself, finally became a fact, in that very hour the Viennese Ufljnt
213 1st of August which decided the,fate of Europe; half a day more from the arrival of the German. Perhaps all depended on that coming conversation, in which two minorities of similar
